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Vietminh Step Held Threat to Thailand

By Arnoid €. Brackman

. start of the Dbitter French-
weeks behind the Bamboo |Vietminh struggle for the rice-
Curtain of the 17th paraliel in Jrich country,
Communist - controlied.  North Potential Trouble Spot
Vietnam, . yo Y enli Atteors. ‘
It has received little or no Lt ikl
ﬁub!lcity in the West, although
adio Hanoi, the voice of Hop
Chi Minh's regime in the north,
has  afforded it considerable
fanfare, .
This  development springs
from the formation of an “Au.
tonomous - Thai-Meo Zone™ in
the northwestern sector of the
Vietminh territory. Significantly,
its establishment is in line with
the establishment by Commue
nist. China of an *Autonomwous
Thai Peaple’s State” in Yunan
province in February of 1853,
| Between  these two  widely
spaced events was the emers
genice at Peking last yvear, only a
few days after the Geneva con-
ference, of Thailand’s foriner
Premier Pridi Phanomyang. Mz,
Pridi, on that occassion, called
openly  for the *“overthrow"” of
the present, pro-Westetn gove
rnment in Thailand today.
Radie Hanoi's first inkling ot
the new Thai-Meo zone was dis-
losed in a broadcast tallored for
internal Vietuam consumption.
On that same day, however,
he Vietnam News Agency, a
ommunist organization, transe
itted an

¥y pro~
tsetiled in districts which formed
;a former Pridi political stronge
hold~-an area which faces north
lw-here the Comamunist Chinese
have their “Autonomous
’Stam*‘ 2nd  east, where the
inewly  formed  “Autonomous
Thai-Meo Zone" exists today.

Bangkok has long viewed the
north &s a source of potentiat,
long-range. trounble. The east
imust bz added now,

‘Vartcus Radie Hanoi broad-
casts and VNA dispatches doves
fail to provide this interesting
picture on how the Communists
employed “democratic- methods”
in forming the new antonomous
area. :

After the French military and
political defeat at Dien Bien
Phu in May of last year, fol-
lowed by the summer confer-
ence at Geneva and the par-
titioning of Vietnam, a prepara-
tory committee of 34 persons
‘empreﬂentin% 18  distriets
Inorthwest Vietnam - bordering
on Laos and poluted  in the
divection of Thailand-—appealed
to Ho Chi Minh's council of
ministers to establish an au-
tonomouz state.

'Autonomous Zone' Deoree

The Thal race i3 liberally
sprinkled through this area and

0,000 Vietnamese refugees who
ive in Thailand's nurtheastern

rovinees, The dispatel >
lared Ho Chi Minh'm'%ﬁgf-e
ess to negotiate the iisue. R

ward into Thailand proper. The

janti-French to a . man, They)

That

in'

TR RS RO ORI

Meo are a simall mountain people
who largely inhabit Laos,

eil adofnted @ ’rescldtion to es-
tablish an autonomous zone of
Thai and Meo peoples.

tional Assembly, held in March
vl this year, rubber-stamped this

tion.” ‘The Assembly's decision,
neediess to add perhaps, as in the
case of all Fascist and Commu-
nist groups, was “unanimous.”

On April 20, while the Ban-
dung Conference latened to
Communist . China’s Premier

tresent the Communist world's
latest tactical shift, this time to
‘a theme of peace and negotia-
tion, Ho Chi Minb issued decree
No. 230-SL, which formally set
up the new autonomous area.

Twe Key Features

The annex io the decree, which
outlined the authority of the new
zone, contained two pointed fea.
tures: the Thai-Meo zone would
have. the authority to organize
'its own militia, including, of all
things, guerrilias; and also the
right to use the Tham language
and seript in its administrative
territory,

This. was underscored laier by
 Vietminh leaders in last month’s
commemoration of the Com-
munist victory at Dien Bien Phu
and also the founding of the
Aaatonomous Thai=Meo Zone,”

But crossing wires somewhere
%‘1?? the disciplined line, Ho
new pregion in which he openly
declared that his regime had de-

Lao Dong Party.” This party is

The fourth session of the Na-“

Chou En-iai sooth Thalland and’

inh sent a message to the !
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the cover name for Vietnam'
Communist: Party.

whole setup was put in motio
by bhimself,

Urged (o Build Army -
_And Gen, Vo Ngyuen Gia
the commander in chief of th
Communist forces in Vietnam)

message to “push forsvard in th
Thai-Meo zone with- the buildd
Ping of a ‘local army,” guerrill
i force, and militiez In ovder t
protect  the autonomous area
protott ite frovtiers, smash all
enemy « sabofaging = Mmansuvers,
s and contribuie a worthy part ol
| the strugglie for peace, unity, in«
i dependence, and the democracy|
of ail our people,” . Lo

On this: note, the stale-cons
trolled press -in Novth Vietnam
faunched an editorial campaign)
to “warmly welcome”. the new
: autonomous region.




